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CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 


Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.——Dan. xii, 4. 


lo. 37. 


SPE aIVIB{BIaaEaaaSaS 
For the Christian Repository. 


In * Pauls” last communication for the Repository 
he charges Amicus with a “reluctance to make known 
our views On fundamental points.” Upon what ground 
such an accusation is founded is best known to himself. 
When he first opened his views on Water baptism, he 
called it “ a question of high moment and of eternal con- 
sequence” —of course it must be a “ fuadamental point.” 
Carnal ordinances he stiled “ badges of christianity and 
seals of grace. Now of what importance is grace if 
it be not sealed to us ? How can a man be a christian if 
he wear not the badge? On these questions of high 
moment “ Amicus” bas shewn no reluctance to commu- 
nicate our views-—W hether he will manifest any on the 
other fundamentals of Christianity time will determine. 
Amicus thinks it will be proper to answer old charges 

we enter on those of recent date. 

“It is assubject of the most able reflection to 
those who pig id \mad proepecisy of Sango oe the pre- 
sent time is distinguis a spirit ui 
on religious subjects. ‘The PBN Siocd tet light 
of which many have discovered that the dogmas and 
decisions of Synods and councils are no © to be 
deemed of equal authority with'thé plain ines of 
the New Testament; that the Inspired Penmen were 
qualified to record these ductrines with sufficient clear- 
ness for the purposes intended, without the interven- 
ta ofa learned clergy to make them understood. 
‘he greatest obstacle that ever opposed the progress of 
‘Yruth, was the belief imposed on the erm 89 of the 
church that they were bound to follow the opinions of 
frail erring men—men liable to err, not only from the 
cunmon weakness of the human faculties but from-the | 
powerful bias of pecuniary interest, it was the begin- 
ning of a very dark night to the church when Theolo- 
gical Philosophy was introduced as the Expounder of 
the sacred Text. Then was “ the abomination of de- 
solation seen standing in the holy place.” Like an 
Arch enchantress she waved her deadly wand and every 
green thing withered in her presence. ‘* The native 
and beautiful simplicity of the gospel,” says Mosheim, 
‘‘ was gradually effaced by the laborious efforts of hu- 
man learning and the dark subtleties of natural science” 
—and false doctrine and corrupt practice took its place. 
See Eccles, History Vol. I. Part 2. @hapter iii. Then 
was the Apostolic prophecy fulfilled, “ The time will 
come when they will not eadure sound doctrine, but 
after their own lusts shall they heap unto themselves 
teachers, having itching ears and they shall turn away 
their ears from the truth and shall be turned unto fa- 
bles.” 2 Tim. iv. 3. Then did the professed followers of 
Christ forsake him * the fountain of living Waters, and 
hew out to themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, that 
could hold no Water,” Jer. ii. 13. Then was the king- 
dom of antichrist exalted and the chains of supersti- 
tion so rivetted on the benighted followers of a corrupt 
and mercenary Priesthood that more than 1500 years 

have passed away leaving a large proportion of the pro- 
fessors of Christianity still shackled with their fetters 
and bowed under their yoke. 

The friends of “ pure and undefiled Religion” will 
therefore hail the present day as the opening of a new 
era—a time when the individual responsibility of its 
professors is beginning to be extensively felt—a time 
when they will judge for themselves of the doctrines 
held out to their acceptance. “No man can redeem 
his brother nor give to God a ransom for his soul.” 
Psalm xlix.7. No man nor set of men can dischar 
us from the imperious duty of seeking the Truth for 
ourselves,—and if in this search, under a sense of our 
own insufficiency, we humbly “ ask of God, who giveth 
to all men liberally and upbraideth not,” James i. 5. 
i have no doubt that the present age will be marked, 
not only by a spirit of free enquiry, but by the tottering 
and downfall of many gross errors and grievous impo- 
sitions which have long disgraced the profession of the 
Gospel of Christ. 

_Thave premised these observations as an introduc- 
tion to the subject of “ Pauls” addresses to us on “ In- 
ternal Light,” in treating ot which, l hope to shew that 
4 recurrence to first principles, to the teaching, the lead- 
tng, the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the eoul, is the 
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only effectual way by which the church of Christ can 
ever wholly recover from the apostacy and be restored 
to the “* beautiful simplicity” and divine excellency of 
her primitive state. : r- 

“ Pau?’ in his first addresses to us omthis subject, 
has very justly remarked that “ in all unscriptural sys- 
tems there is a radical error—-some fund&mental prin- 
ciple upon which as upon a Corner Stone the whole sys- 
tem rests, to loosen this, is to sap the whole building, 
a blow here, is a blow at the root” My principal ob - 


doctrine of the inspired Volume—that a blow struck 
at it, is a blow struck at Christ “ the author and finish- 
er” of all true faith, to sap it, is to sap thé foundation of 
the Apostles and. Prophets ; Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone. Heb. xii. 2. - ti. 20. 

After an attentive perusal 
years of deliberation on its contents, it clearly appears to 
me that the doctrine of “ Internal Light”—of an imme- 
diate communicaton between God and his rational creation 
through the Holy Spirit, is one of the plainest and most 

t positions of the inspired penmen. There is 
Handy or chapter of the New Testament that 

“Rot substantiate this view, as i think can be clear- 
ly demonstrated. It was nise the prophets— 
it ~~ oo by Christ and his tles—it was 
fulfi in the pritive Christians, and remains to be 
| the faith and consolation of alt holy men down to the 
prove. 
First—It was promised by the 
the days come saith the Lord, 


}Seovenent with the |! “of istae 

of Judah”—and “ this is the Covenant that will make 
with the house of Israel, after those days, saith the 
Lord—lI will put my laws into their mend and write 
in their hearts, and 1 will be to them a God and th 
shall be to me a people.” Jeremiah xxx. 31, 32. Heb 
vill. 8, 9, 10. The prophet Isaiah predicting the fu- 
ture glory of the church, gives the same sentiment in 
h‘s usual sublime and beautiful manner, “ the Sun shall 
no more be thy light by day neither for brightness shall 
the moon give light unto thee, but the Lord shall be 
unto thee an everlasting light and thy Godthy glory— 
thy sun shall no more go down, neither shall thy moon 
withdraw herself, for the Lerd shall be thine everlasting 
“ight and the days of thy mourning shall be ended.”, 
Isaiah lx. 19, 20, Lord now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of thy peo- 
ple Israel.” Luke ii. 29, 30, 31, 32. 

Secondly—It was preached by Christ and his Apos- 
tles—When our Lord was demanded by the Pharisees 
when the kingdom of God should come, he replied— 
“The kingdom of God cometh not with observation, 
neither shall they say, lo! here, or lo! there—for be- 
hold the Kingdom of God is within you.” Luke xvii. 20. 
A kingdom is understood of any place where a king 
reigns—where his laws are promulgated, and where 
allegiance to his government is expected—this in a 
spiritual sense is in the soul of every real christian. 
This is that kingdom which is so variously and beauti- 
fully described by our Lord under the similitude of 
“ a grain of mustard seed,” the “ little leaven that was 
hid in the meal till the whole was leavened,”—the seed 
that the “ sower went forth to sow,”—and a number of 
other significant parables a}l pointing clearly to Christ 
and his work in the sou/, to that divine “ internal light,” 
that “ lighteth every man that cometh into the world.” 
John i. 9. This is that kingdom of which our Lord 
spake when he said “ Verily | say unto you whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, 
he shall not enter therein.” He that will not receive 
and obey this ght in the humble, submissive, tractable 
disposition of a little child cannot be a citizen of this 
kingdom. 

To this “Internal Light” the Evangelist John bore a 
clear and striking testimony in the first chapter of his 
gospel. ‘*In the beginning was the worp, and the 
worp was with Gon, and the worp was Gop. The 










made by him, and without him was not any thing made 
that was made—in him was life, and the life was the 
ight of men —There was a man sent from God whose 
name was John, the same came for a Wrrvess, to bear 
Witness of the light that all men through it might be- 
lieve. He [John] was not that light, but was sent to 
bear witness of that dght—that was the true ight that 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world: This, 
same divine light is called by Christ, the “ Comforter’ 





the Bible, after many | 


present day—the truth of which I will now attempt to . 
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Prophets — phets.—" Behold 

that I will m a new the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory, 

sel, aril with thesmouse | Col. i. 27. To Sos Rebesions Se See yn a me- 
te 


that was to“ abide with his disciples forever—-even the 


4 -4 e . . » 2 ith 
ject in this Essay will be to shew that the doctrine of | Spirit of Truth,” for says he, “he dwelieth with you, 
the Society of Friends on * Internal Light” is the clear ‘ tad xt that day ye shall know that 


and shall ie 
I am in my Father, and youin me and Jin you. He that 


abideth in me, and Jin him, the same bringeth forth 


. much fruit, for without me ye can do nothing.” “I am 


the light of the world, he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the ght of life.” John 
viii. 12. “4 am come a “ght into the world, that who» 
soever believeth on me should not abide in darkness,” 
John xii. 

Thirdly—It was fulfilled in the primitive Christians. 
—The Apostle to the Romans, chap. viii. 9,-&c. tells 
them that they “ are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, 
if so be that the Spirit of God dwellethin them. Now if 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 
And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin, 
but the Spirit is life because of righteousness—But if 
the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead 
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead 
shall aiso quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that 
dweileth in you” To whom God would make knowa 
what is the riches of the glory of this mystery «mon. 


, “internal 
“ All things that are reproved madé manifest by 
the tig, for whatsoever doth make manifest is igh#, 
"he saith, awake thou that sleepest, and arise 
from the dead and Chris shall give thee light.” 
It these passages do not clearly demonstrate, that the 
and primitive Christians were the advocates 
of “Internal Light”—that they well understood its 
_— an beens 1 confess I do not un- 
es ir language. ie harmony of the prophe- 
cies concerning it, with the teatimonice of Christ and 
the doctrine of the Apostles, is so manifest, that 1 think 
every candid reader must perceive it. a 
‘In all unscriptural systems, there is a radical érror.” 
—Any system therefore, that rejects Christ as the 
** internal light” of the soul, as zhe divine and immediate 
fountain of spiritual knowledge is “ unscriptural” and 
“ radically erroneous.” “ That which may be known of 
God, saith the Apostle, is manifest in men, for Gud 
bath shewed it unto them,” Rom.i. 19. “ Now we 
have received, not the spirit of the world dut the Spirit 
which #2 of Ged, that we might know the things that 
are freely given to us of God—for no man knowethi ihe 
things of God, but the Spirit of God. The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, neith- 
er can he know them because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned,”” 1 Cor. ii. 12, 14. , 
The doctrines preached by the Apostle in these pas- 
sages, we hold to be “ fundamental principles” of Ciris- 
tianity—upon them, as upon a corner stone, our wioice 
system rests “ Paul” has attempted “to loosen W"— 
“to sap the whole building”—he bas “ struck a blow 
at it”—ne has daved to vilify it by opprobrious names — 
‘* Christ in man the Lope of glory,” he calls** an iguus 
fatus within” “Christ the wue light that ligheth 
every man that cometh into the world,” he considers 
wholly externa! and altogether unworthy. of attention 
in any way, except through the medium of the outward 
senses. Now 1 think it is evident, that this is a dootrine 
of antichrist : “Every spirit that confesseth not that 
Jesus Christ zs come in the Fiesh, is not of God. And 
this is that spirit of Antichrist whereof you have heard 
that it should come, and even now already it is in the 
world,” 1 Johniv.3. Every man who can seriously 
declare that he never kuew any thing of this “Internal 
light,” making manifest his sin—reproving him for evil 
—calling him to repentance—rewarding him for obe~ 
dience—consoling Lim in affliction—iliumimating his 


light.” 





samme was in the begining with Gop—All things were 





understanding ciearly to discern between good and 











evilmstrengthening him in the practice of virtue, and 
carrying on the work of sanctification in his soul, has 
no just title to the name of a Christian, let him assume 
what character he may. 

The doctrine of my opponent on this subject, has ever 
been fatal to the interests of Christianity-rit was the 
ground snd cause of the church’s apostacy so early 
after the Apostolic age—it led its professors from a de- 

e on the great Head of the church, to a depen- 
dance on poor frail man—it caused them to turn away 
from the glorious Gosrzx Luminary, to wander in dark 
and crooked paths of Auman contrivance—and I confi- 
dently venture to express the sentiment, that the church 
will never be restored to the beauty, the excellency, 
the majesty, of her primitive state, until she retrace 
her steps—until she return to the spot where she first 
aberrated—until she reject the op.nions of fallible men 
the “ blind leaders of the blind,” and rallying again un- 
der the Captain of Salvation, is led by him who hath 
said, “*1 am the Licur or THE Woxxp, he that follow- 
eth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life.” AMICUS. 

[LL AR NNR one 
CHARITY. 

If there be a pleasure on earth which angels cannot 
enjoy, and which they might almost envy man the pos- 
session of, it is the power of relieving distress and ad- 
vancing the Kedeemer’s kingdom. If there be a pain 
which devils might pity man for enduring, it is the 
death-bed reflection that we have possessed the power 
of doing good, but that we have abused and perverted 
it to purposes of ill.. Not so Mr. Boupixot, 

— iy ote 


From the New- Brunswick, N. J. Times. 


Will of Hon. Ex1as Bovninot, L.L.D. 

It is generally known that this distinguished Philan- 
thropist has appropriated a large proportion of his 
estate to religious and charitable uses, and as it must 
be acceptable to ‘all and particularly advantageous to 
those concerned, to be correctly informed on this sub- 
ject, the following summary has been obtained, and 
may be relied on as authentic. The Testator gives 

1. The sum of $200, to be distributed by his 
daughter among ten poor widows. 

2. He gives his daughter 15 shares in the Aqueduct 
‘Company of Burlington, the yearly produce of which, 








she is to distribute among “ the Friendly Society of Fe- 
males in Burlin oA 
3. He gives to the New-Jersey Bible 


to be lai 
persons, to enable them to read the scriptures. 

4. A devise of 4,000 acres of land, in thecoun 
Warren, and state of Pennsylvania, to “the society 
established in the state of New-York, for ameliorating 
the condition of the Jews,” under certain conditions, 
for the purpose of supplying Jewish settlers with farms 
of fifty acres each, or at the option of the said society, 
the sum of $1,000 within two years. 

5. The sum ef $2,000 is given to the United Bre- 
thren of Moravians, at Bethlehem, to enable them to 
civilize and gospelize the Indians. 

6. To the Magdalen:Societies of New-York and Phi- 
ladelphia and to “the institution of Cornwall, in Con- 
necticut, for educating the Heatlien,” respectively the 
sum of $500. 

7. To the Trustees of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, three houses in the city of Phila- 
delphia, the rent of which are to be laid out in the pur- 
chase of books for pastors of congregations—the first 
year’s rent to be divided equally between the Presby- 
terian Church at Elizabeth-Town, (N. J.) and the Epis- 
copal Church at Burlington. 

8. The Testator’s library is left, after his daughter’s 
— to the ‘“heological Seminary at Princeton, 

9. 4,080 acres of land, in Luzerne County, Penn.{to 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, the 
proceeds of which to be appropriated to the edu- 
cation of such students of divinity in the Theological 


Seminary at Princeton, as are not able to support them- 5 


selvese-each student not to receive more than $200 
annually. 

10. 4,000 acres of land in the same county,to the trus- 
tees of the college of New-Jersey—from the profits of 
which are to be appropriated $1000 in the first instance, 
for the improvement of the cabinet of natural history, 
and the residue for the establishment of fellowships in 
said college, so that no incumbent, however, be allowed 
more than $250 per annum. 

11. 4542 acres of land, in Lycoming county, Penn. 
to the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, in Mass. for the purpuse of sending the Gos- 
pel to the Heathen, and particularly to the Indians of 
this-continent. 

12. 3270 acres of land in the county of Bradford and 
State of Penn. to the managers of the Hospital in Phi- 
ladelphia, for the use of poor and destitute foreigners, 
and persons from other states than Pennsylvania, to en- 


able them to gain admitt Savy, ji i 
BOeS ine ance when neces nto this 
natitetion: g§ essay, into this 
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13. To Messrs. Matthew Clarkson, Wm. W. Woo!l- 
sey, Samuel Boyd and John Pintard, of New-York, in 
trust for the AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 4589 
acres of land, in the county of Northumberland, and 
state of Pennsylvania, the profits of which are to be 
applied to the general purposes of the institution, but 
especially to the sending the gospel to the Heathen. 

i4.'To the mayor and corporation of Philadelphia, 
13,000 acres of land in Centre county, Penn. for the 
purpose of forming a fund for supplying the poor of 
that city with wood on the lowest terms—from this 


fund 2 medal worth $10 is to be given to any person | gage 


who will undertake the purchase, ,and distribution of 
the wood gratuitously. 

15. The sum of $5000 to the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, one balf the interest of which 
sum is to be prpcopeintes to the support of a mission- 
ary or catechist, who is to instruct poor in the hospital, 
ages &c.in Philadelphia, and the other half for a 

ike purpose in the city of New York. 

16. The residue of his estate, the testator gives and 
devises to his trustees—and among the trusts, are the 
following of a public nature,‘to be carried into effect 
after his daughter’s death. 

1. To the trustees of the college of New-Jersey, the 
sum of $10,000, half for the use of said college, and 
half for that of the Theological Seminary, as directed 
in the devise of real estate above mentioned. 

2. To the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, the sum of $5,000, for like objects 
as stated in the devise of real estate. 

Finally, after providing very liberally for his nearest 
family friends and connections, by a codicile, he gives 
the residue of his estate, after the death of his daugh- 
ter, and after satisfying his respective appropriations 
to the use of the General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church towards the support of such of the mem- 
bers as are of the Synod ot New Jersey, and whose sal- 
aries are insufficient for their support, Or this fund 
may, at the discretion of the General Assembly, be ap- 
plied in whole or part to missionary purposes, or to the 
use of the two education societies under the superin- 
tendance of the General Assembly. — 

The trustees and executors are— 
Mrs. Susan Bradford, of Burlington. 
Richard Stockton, Esq. Counsellor at Law, and 
Samuel Bayard, Esq of Princeton. 
Lucius HyS on, Counsellor at Law, Trenton. 
Elias E. Boudinot, Esq. Newark. N.J. 


cakes 3% ST NORTHCCAR 
SYNOD,OF NORTH-CAROLINA. 

ct from the narrative of the state of Re- 
ligion within the bounds of the Synod of 
N orth-Carolina. 

In a free conversation on the subject of 
moral and benevolent societies, and on the state 
of religion generally, the Synod of North-Caro- 
lina are happy to receive from the different 
churehes such interesting and heart-chcering 
intelligence. Although there is much to lament 
within our bounds—in some places, vice and 
immorality—in many churches, coldness and 
lukewarmness—and, in a few congregations, 
an inattention to pious and benevolent institu- 
tions—yet upon the whole, we regard the state 
of religion during the past year as more than 
encouraging ; and may safely say that there 
never was a period when there was such a ge- 
neral attention to the concerns of piety, and 
when such signal success has accompanied 
pious exertions, 

It is with pleasure.that we learn, that almost 
universal attention is paid to the religious in- 
struction ef the rising generation. 

The monthly concert for prayer has been 
enerally established, and is well attended, It 
is pleasing to discover so gencral a disposition 
to encourage this meeting; to see, throughout 
our churches, so great an anxiety to unite with 
the thousands of Israel on the same evening in 

raying for the prosperity of the Redeemer’s 
Lin dom. May the united supplications of 
God’s children, bring down upon his Zion, the 
blessings which they desire. 

We are happy to learn, from the report of 
our congregations, that the people of colour 
have not been neglected. An attention to their 
religious interests is evidently increasing 
throughout our bounds. Many additions, a- 
mong this-class of people, have been made to 
our churches during the past year ; many Sab- 
bath schools have been established for their 





religious instruction, and many private exer- 
tions are making in families for their salvation. 
Some of our congregations have felt for the 
salvation of the western Indians, and have done 
something for their civilization and spiritual 
improvement, by assisting the children at Brai- 
nerd and Elliot. 

‘Thus, while other parts of Christendom, in 
this age of Christian philanthrophy, are en- 
din promoting the cause of the Saviour, 
by means of pious and benevolent institutions, 
the churches within our bounds have not been 
deficient ; they too have engaged in this glori- 
ous work, and have established societies which 
God has honoured and made extremely useful. 

But while we are thankful for the establish- 
ment and success of such institutions, we would 

euliarly bless God for the outpouring of the 
Spirit with which he has visited many of our 
ehurches. Since our last meeting, he has been 

racious to many of our congregations; reviv- 
ing the drooping spirits of his children, and dis- 
playing his power and grace in the salvation 
of sinners, 

In the town of Hillsborough, considerable 
seriousness has prevailed ; many have been 
added to the church, and between 20 and 30 
are still under deep convictions. 

In the congregations of Ano and Little Riv- 
er, still greater solemnity is visible ;°44 have 
lately joined the church, and the number of 
souls im both congregrations that are still in- 
qui ing, is about 100. 

In the congregation of Cross Roads, the same 

lorious work has commenced, and is extending. 

esides the great number that have lately uni- 
ted themselves with the church, many are still 
seeking the Lord sorrowing. About 60 persous 
have become the subjects of this revival. 

The congregation of Third Creek, Back 
Creek, and Unity, have been specially visited 
with the inflyences of Divine grace; 5u have 
lately publickly professed religion ; 20 more 
are hopefully pious, and about 30 are still anxi- 
ously seeking. In these congregations, the 
greater part of those who were called, were in 
the early period of life, and among these many 
promising young men. How cheering to see 
youth rising up to become useful members of 
the church, when the heads of their fathers 
are Jaidinthe dust. ‘There is one circumstance 
connected with this revival which is worthy of 
attention. It is remarkable that most of those 
who, at the commencement, opposed and ridi- 
culed the work, were themselves deeply hum- 
bled under a sense of their sins, and brought 
low at the footstool of mercy. 

Great attention to religion and universal se- 
riousness have prevailed in the congregations 
of Bethany and Concord ; many persons, par- 
ticularly among the young, have become the 
subjects of Divine grace; 40 persons have late- 
ly been admitted into the church, and a consi- 
derable number are still serious. 

In the congregations of Buffaloe and Alle- 
mance, there is unusual solemnity; 8 at the 
last communion season were admitted into the 
church, and 15 since that period have been 
hopefully converted. ‘There is one circum- 
stance connected with the conversion of these 
persons which should be deeply impressed up- 
on ministers and upon the hearts of the young. 
Almost all who were brought to a saving knowe 
ledge of the truth, were members of Bible clas- 
ses. 

These revivals were carried on without noise 
or tumult during publie worship. Kvery thing 
like enthusiasm was discouraged. ‘The work 





was deep and often extensive: but yet a still 
solemnity seemed to prevail. 

In reviewing such scenes our hearts swell 
with the warmest gratitude to God, for the ine 
terest and tender care which ‘.e manifests for 
his Zion. We feel greatful that he has not 
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withdrawn his presence from us, but that he 
has visited some of our churches with the copi- 
ous showers of Divine grace, and others with 
the gentle droppings of his blessed Spirit. “It 
is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our 
eyes.”” Let us be encouraged to still greater 
exertions in this holy work ; let every nerve 
be strained to action ; every power of the soul 
exerted to urge forward the cause of the Re- 
deemer. Let what the Lord has already done 
increase our exertions ; let us strive more ard- 
ently to advance the kingdom of vur Saviour : 
and let us not relax our exertions till every 
church within our bounds be visited with the 
outpouring of the Spirit; till “ the whole earth 
be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the great deep.” 

In consequence of the cheering intelligence 
contained in the above report, the Synod adopt- 
ed the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Synod appoint the first 
Monday in December next, as a day of Public 
Thanksgiving to Almighty God, for the special 
blessings with whieh he has favoured several 
congregations under our care, in reviving reli- 
gion, and giving us in general the blessings of 
health, and in favouring us with fruitful sea- 
sons. 

Aud the Synod also reeommend that, the 
ehurches under our care, on the day above 
named, offer up their prayers to Almighty God, 
for a general Sach of religion within our 
bounds and throughoat the world. [Mis. Chro, 

SYNOD OF VIRGINIA. ® 
Extract from the Narrative of the State of Re- 
ligioa within the bounds of the Synod of 

Virginia. 

While “ in some congregations comparative 
indifference and want of zeal have been men- 
tioned and deplored ;” on the other hand we 
find that christians have generally been enabled 
to persevere in their christidn course and adorn 
the doctrine of their Lord and Saviour in all- 
goodness and honesty. ‘he ministers of the 
Lord Jesus have been enabled faithfully to de- 
elare the truths of the everlasting gospel, ad- 
Minister its ordinances to large increasing as- 
semblies, and their ministrations have been at- 
tended with uncommon success. Larger addi- 
tions than usual have been made almost univer- 
sully to the churches under our care. An in- 
creasing solemnity and increasing anxiety on 
the momentous subject of religion have been 
generally manifested, and in some congrega- 
tions we have noticed with hope, with gratitude 
and joy the dawnings of a blessed day of the 
power of godliness. May the God of merey 
grant that these precious droppings of rich so- 
vereign grace which we have already experi- 
eneed may be as the droppings before a plenti- 
ful shower! grant that now may be * the time 
when the dead shall hear the voiee of the Son 
of God, and they that hear shall live !” 

The operation of Sabbath schools, of Bible 
and Missionary Societies and various benevo- 
tent institutions in their benetieial effects, un- 
der the smiles of the king of Zion, is still ex- 
perienced among us. The Lord, the Lord Je- 
sus Christ is gloriousiy great—wili continue to 
be great, and notwithstanding the opposition 
of wicked men and devils, will ere long mani- 
fest himself to be astonishingly great in Zion. 

Let then the ministers and the followers of Je- 
sus be encouraged and animated in their exer- 
tions in this glorious cause. Let us live ac- 
cording to the precepts of the religion we pro- 
fess and pn to others. Let us be frequent 
and ferveut in our supplications for the abun- 
dant outpourings of the Spirit of grace! apd 
Jet it be the united fervent language of all our 
hearts and our lives, “ thy kingdom, Divine 
Immanuel, come, thy will be done on carth as 
itis done in Heaven.” Blessed be the Lord 
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God of Isracl from everlasting to everlasting, 


and let all the people say Amen! Praise ye 
the Lord ! [ Mis. Chro. 


——e 
ebb = the Fourth Annual Report of the 
ington Missionary Society. 
October 25th, 1824. 


A brigf account of the Rev. A. B. Davidson’s 
ission of one week on Jackson’s river. 


‘ Being warmly solicited by the people on 
Jackson’s River, your Secretary has again vis- 
ited that part of the missionary field and spent 
one week among them.” 

Sabbath, Sept. 9th.—Met in the Methodist 
Church. Avery large assembly soon eollected. 
Many had come froma distance of 20 miles. 
Very few more than the ladies were able to 
getin the house. At half past 10 o’elock, tho 
services commenced. Preached from Acts iv. 
12. Neverhad he seen a greater eagerness to 
hear. Every eye was fixed upon him and they 
seemed to hang upon his words as if they were, 
indeed, the words of life. Seeing such an ea- 

rness to hear, it- awakened his feelings and 

e was enabled to speak with considerable 
freedom and affection. During different parts 
of the discourse, the whole house appeared to 
be bathed in tears. There were several con- 
siderably exercised in body. ‘Two or three 
apparently unable to restrain their feelings, 
while the triumphs of the saints in death were 
deseribed and the ravishing delights which 
they will enjoy when they begin to swell the 

Iden harps of the New Jerusalem, cried out 
or a few minutes, “glory te God! glory to 
God !” Buta few, however, appeared to be dis- 
turbed by it. All was perfectly still, except 
those few who were thus exercised. After ser 
mon-the ¢ommunion service was iatroduced. 
Now the people became completely melted. 
‘Fears were 3 ~ “Kaa 
he stood serving one table after another, until 
he had administered the supper to, he believes, 
six tables. Never did he see so large a pro- 

ortion of any assembly communicants before. 
ie appeared that two thirds of the whole as- 
sembly sat down at the table of our dear Re- 
deemer. OQ, it was animating to see so many 
in that, hitherto, barren and desolate wilder- 
ness, pressing forward with bosoms agitated 
and tears of penitential sorrow streaming from 
their eyes, to do honour to their dear Saviour 
by commemorating his death! His very heart 
seemed to run over with joy at the affecting 
sight. Perhaps, such excess of feeling has sel- 
dom been seen as there was during the table 
service. 

After an interval he again addressed them; 
and although he was much exhausted, having 
spoken without intermission for three hours 
and a half, yet his strength seemed to be re- 
newed. In the first part of the discourse he 
shewed them the difficalties and trials the 
christian may expect to meet with in this life. 
During this part of the discourse all was silent 
and still, the attention was rivetted, 

But when he came to address himself to the 
other class, and to show them the situation of 
the ungodly, and the sinner, and the utter im- 
possibility of their being happy if they should 
die out of Christ, and the fearful doom which 
awaits those, especially, who sink to hell with 
the gospel in their hands, the congregation 
seemed almost convulsed. Old and young, 
high and low were weeping, and so great was 
the effect of such a.seene upon his own feelings, 
and so deep and realizing were his views of 
the awful condition of multitudes of thought- 
less sinners, rushing into the dread presence of 
Omnipotence, to receive their final doom, that 
he was scarcely able to read the last hymu 
which was, these awful lines from Dr. Watts : 





* That awful day shall surely come,” &c. 





bere meyer be any contest betw 





And were it not for some bodily exercise and 
some shouting which took place, he would 
reekon it among the most solemn and affecting 
sacramental seasons throughout, that he has 
ever witnessed He trusts that the Lord was 
in the midst of them to bless and do them goed, 
and that it will be a season long to be remem- 
bered by many. 

The whole was elosed by singing 

Fare ye well my friends I must be gone,” &c. 
—— a CD | ee 
From the Boston Recorder. 
TRUE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS. 


Copy of a letter from the Rev. Mr. Burder, 
secretary of the London yy a 
to the Societ y of Inquiry, &c. wical 
Institution, dr over. 

Lonpon, Aug. 16, 1821. 


GentLemMen—The return of the Rev. BR. 
Bascom to your continent, affords me an oppor- 
tunity, which I gladly embrace, to transmit to 
you some of the recent publications of the 
London Missionary Society, from which you 
will learn what are our en nis and pros- 
pects, and on which I have not time to com- 
ment. Had I leisure, how gladly would I cor- 
respond at large on missionary topics, but I be- 
lieve that we are all so fully en in these 
noble pursuits, that our printed narratives must 
supply the want of other documents. 

i ean assure you that the increasing exer- 
tions madé in the United States for the propa- 
gation of the gospel, afford a high degree of 
sacred pleasure to the friends of missions in 
England. If you proceed as you have begun, 
1 am not sure that we shall not become jealous; 
however, proceed as fast as you Feeney. aud we 
will try to keep before you—and this wili be a 
race that single will delight to witness. Ma 
Old an 

ew Britain, except it be which shall do the 
most good—which shall most glorify Ged ; and 
this will be, what ifany wars have deserved 
to be styled—Tue Hoty War. We are par- 
ticularly delighted with your efforts in the 
Sandwich Islands, which, may the God of hea- 
ven abundantly prosper ! I, for one, had long 
my eye fixed upon that groupe, but our hands 
were too full to make the rt. It is not of 
the smallest consequenee by whem the work 
of evangelization is effected; none are more 
than the tools which the Almighty employs, 
and let him sapiny whom he pleases, the work 
is all his own, and to him be all the glory ! 

If a distant stranger, now in his 70th year, 
might hope to have an interest in your prayers, 
it would afford pleasure to your unworthy la- 


borer, GEO. BURDE 
[ Communicated. | 
a Cita 
PULPIT ELOCUTION, 
LUTHER. 


Luther was particularly severe and denounce - 
ed all preachers that aimed ‘ at sublimity, diffi- 
eulty, and eloquence; and neglecting the care 
of the souls of the poor, seek their own praise 
and honor, and to please one or two persons of 
cousequence.” *When a man comes into the 
pulpit for the first time,’ says he, ‘ he is much 
perplexed at the number of heads that are be- 
fore him. When I stand in the pulpit, I see 
no heads, but imagine those that are before me 
to be all blocks. Wien I speak, I sink myself 
deeply down ; 1 regard ueither doctors nor mas- 
ters of which there are in the church above 
forty. Buti have an eye to the multitude of 
young people, children, and servants, of whieh 
there are more than two thousand. [| preach to. 
them, and direet my discourse te those that 
have need of it.’ 








Secntneienienatiiincnmen aia 
a . 


BAURIN. 

‘The eelebrated Saurin, when one of the 
pastors to the French refogees at the Hague, 
was so celebrated for his preaching that he was 
constantly attended hy a crowded and brilliant 
audience. His style was pure, unaffected and 
eloquent, sometimes plain, and sometimes flow- 
ery; put never improper. ‘In the introduc- 
tion to his sermons,” says Mr. Robinson, “ he 
used to deliver himself in a tone modest and 
low: in the body of the sermon, which was 
adapted to the understanding, he was plain, 
clear, and argumentative; pausing at the close 
of each period, that he might discover by the 
countenances and motions of his hearers, whe- 
ther they were convinced by his reasoning. In 
his addresses to the wicked, (and it is a folly to 
—— as if there were none in our assemblies) 

- Saurin was often sonorous but oftener a 
weeping suppliant at their feet. In the one he 
sustained the authoritative dignity of his office; 
in the other, he expressed his master’s and his 
own benevolence to bad men, “praying them in 
Christ*’s stead be ye reconciled to God.” In 
general, his preaching resembled a plentiful 
shower of dew, softly and imperceptibly insin- 
uating itself into the minds of his numerous 
hearers, as the dew into the pores of plants, till 
all the church was dissolved, and ail in tears 
under his sermons.” 


CHARLES WESLEY. 


With uncommon fervor he acquitted him- 
self as an ambassador of Christ, beseeching 
them in his name, and prayiug them in his 
stead, to he reconciled to God. And although 
he used no notes nor had any thing in his hand 
but a Bible yet he delivered his thoughts in a 
rich, copious variety of expression, and with so 
much propriety that I could not observe any 
thing incoherent and inanimate through the 
whole performance. 

— 100 
Communicated for the Boston Recorder. 


SOUTH AMERICA AND MEXICO IN 
READINESS FOR THE BIBLE, 


The recent victories gained by the patriots 
of Mexico and South America, seem to indicate 
that their struggles with the mother eountr 
are nearly atanend. ‘Their independence will 
doubtless at no distant period be recognized, 
and we may expect soon to see the former Span- 
ish province taking an important rank, among 
the nations of the earth. Already indeed, in 
point of population they may each of them 
compare with the United States at the com- 
mencement of the Revelution, while one or 
more of them nearly equal our present num 
ber. Surely then the eye of Christian phi- 
Jantbropy should be instantly fixed on the 
republics of the south. A more important pe- 
riod will never occur in their history. The 
shackles of superstition and tyranny seem to 
be breaking together. ‘The mind which has 
so long been enslaved by ignorance, is coming 
forth from her prison house. A spirit of liber- 
ality and a thirst for knowledge are beginning 
to be manifested. At the same time, the gov 
ernment, the institations and the citizens of the 
United States are viewed with sentiments of 
partiality. What then should be our feelings 
towards those who are our brethren by prow- 
imity and successful struggles for liberty as well 
as by the common ties of humanity ? In what 
manner shall we best promote their interests, 
and discharge our present duty towards them ? 
We answer; By making our Bible Society Am- 
erican in its most extended sense—by sending 
forth our Pinkertons, our Hendersons, and our 
Steinkoffs, to establish Bible Societies in the 
priveipal cities, and to distribute as far as prae- 
ticable, the Word of Life. It is believed that 
without attempting to interfere with the Roman 
Catholic religion, much might be done towards 
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circulating the Scriptures in those versions 
which are approved by their church. Many of 
their clergy have been active in favor of the 
cause of independence. Will it therefore be 
unreasenable to suppose that some of them 
might be found possessed of equal liberality 
with their Catholic brethren in Louisiana and 
Germany, not a few of whom have shewn them- 
selves warm friends of the Bible cause ? 

But it may be objected to the proposed un- 
dertaking, that we have many in our own .coun- 
try who are not yet supplied with the Serip- 
tures and that our first exertions should be di 
rected to their relief. Precisely such was and 
is now the fact with Britain; and yet the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society have not hesi- 
tated to afford friendly and extensive aid, to 
their brethren of almost “ every kindred, and 
people, and tongue” under heaven. We trust 
it needs no argument at the present day to 
prove the wisdom and benevolence of their op- 
erations. Had they sought only to supply their 
destitute. countrymen, it may be questioned 
whether they could have taken a more effec- 
tual method than by establishing a society 
on such broad foundations. . In hke manner 
should our national Bible Society extend the 
sphere of its operations, on the one hand to the 
Pole, and on the other to Cape Huron; it can- 
not be deubted that a new impulse would be 

iven to the distribution of the Scriptures at 
Sele. The friends of South American Inde- 
pendence in the western and southern sections 
of our country might also be expected to enter 
with ardor into a plan-so well calculated to 
give strength and permanency to their newly 
formed governments and infant institutions, 
while the friends of peace would gladly em- 
brace the opportunity of fastening those * cords 
of love,” which neither avarice nor ambition 
can sever, ~~ J 


— 


+ —_———_—— -—__ —— 


For the Christian Repository. 


I last evening, with a vast concourse of the citizens 
of the Borough, attended by invitation at Friends’ meet- 
ing, and heard Mr. Withe deliver a very animated dis- 
course,in many parts of which,! perfectly coincided in 
sentiment with him. On one part, however, we differ- 
ed; namely, that John had the only commission ever given 
to buptize with water—to this I pointedly object, and 
found my opinion, on the following passages of scrip- 
ture, which Mr. Withe, enjoined us to search, and 
compare with the sentiments he. advanced. 1 have 
taken the pains to transcribe them, inorder to save my 
readers the trouble of turning to them. 


Our Lord’s commission to his Apostles—* Go ye there- 
fore and teach all nations, buptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 
Mat, xxviii. 19. 

Their practice under it.—“ Then Peter said unto 
them, Repent and be baptized every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins; and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts ii. 38, 

“ And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and 
they went down both into the water, both Philip and the 
eunuch; and he baptized him.” Acts viii. 38. 

“ Can any man forbid water, that these should not be 
baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as 
we ?” Acts x. 47. 

Tuesdavy Dec. 18. 








A Heanrer, 








POLITICAL EVENTS, &c.' 
Barkcetona, Pet. 17. 

I wrote to you by the Jast courier, at a mo- 
ment when I was seareely able to hold the pen, 
in astate of high fever. 

+ oe * s 6 

To day have been upon the ramparts search- 
ing for some herbs for my daughter. On my 
way alon; | encountered at least twenty carts 
loaded with dead. There are still ten thousand 
dead in the town. At Barcelonetta there is not 
a soul left—* All the world” is dead. The 
worst of it is that the bodies are left to horrible 








patrefaction in the houses. It is impossible to 


stir out without shedding tears. Terror is at 
its utmost. At this moment 1 am looking on, 
whilst the beds, the matrasses, the coverings, 
and the bodies of the victims are thrown out of 
the windows into the streets. 

In some streets there is not a sufficiency of 
earts, & some hundred bodies are left in heaps 
upon the pavements. If I said the deaths are 
2000 a day I should not exaggerate. I believe 
the number is greater. I believe all those in 
the town will perish. M. Pariset, the French 

hysician, has this instant visited my daughter 
or the last time. He announces to me the 
death of one of his colleagues, M. Mozet. An- 
other, M. Baily,is dangerously ill. They will 
no longer remain in the town, because the gen- 
eral who commands the first conseut to fall back 
aleague. Our Doctors wished that every body 
should, go out of the town; and since that is 
not allowed,it is impossible to check the plague. 


ne eS Clie 
Lonxpow, Oct. 23, 1821. 
RUSSIA AND TURKEY. 


The Austrian and French papers have revived the 
subject of the differences between Russia and the Porte, 
and affirm, that they are yet far from being settled. It 
issaid, that the Barron Strogonoff is to have an inter- 
view with the Emperor Alexander at Witepsk, wher 
the affairs of Turkey will be re-discussed, and the 
question determined, whether or not : the troops in the 
Turkish vicinity shall be removed. This, the Courier 
says, is news of some interest. 

It is said, that Ministers are now satisfied, that Rus- 
sia has ambitious designs, and that in addition to the 
fellow feeling which she has forthe oppressed Greeks, 
who proféss the same religion with her, she wishes to 
extend her Eagles, to the sea of Marmora, including 
Constantinople, and obtain ports so necessary to the ex- 
tension of her commerce.—How Austria, who wants 
“‘ ships, commerce and colonies ,”? and England, who 
wants to preserve her supremacy in these articles, will 
regard these designs, time must unfold. 


——— es OO OOD ODD OIODOO a 
JUST PUBLISHED, 

} And for Sale, at the Editor’s Book-Store, 

No. 97, Market Street.—-Price 75 cents. 


4 MEMOIR 


On the rise, progress, and present state of Chesa- 
nage and Delaware Canal; accompanied with original 

uments, and five Maps—1. Of the present designa- 
ted route—2. Route from Chester to Duck-creek, taken 
1769—3. Route from Bohemia to Apoquinimink—4. 
Route from Elk to Christiana—5. General surveys of 
canals, roads, &c. &c. By Josuva Ginery, Ese. ‘ 


This Memoir gives a luminous view of all the pro- 
ceedings had in the canal business, from its commence- 
ment to the present period, embracing every route 
which has yet been suggested, even the thorough-cut, 
or that from tide to tide,—the expence incurred, and 
likely to be in the present route, &c. &c. &c. This 
work will be peculiarly interesting at the present mo- 
ment, there being every reason to believe that measures 
will * immediately taken for the completion of the 
canal. 


al 


ECE 
OBITUARY. 


DIED—In this borough, on Friday afternoon the 
14th, inst. Mr. Daviv Buin‘ron, in the 42 year of his 
age, of a lingering illness which he bore with christian 
fortitude; for many years keeper of the Indian Kine 
Inn. He has left a wife and three small children to ta 
ment his loss. 

— 

Departed this life, on Wednesday last in this borough, 
Mr. James Carnanan, leaving a widow and five smal) 
children; to lament his early death, and who are now 
cast on the “ Widows’ God, and the orphans’ shield.”’ 
They have the consolation to hope, that ,their loss is 
his eternal gain. 

——E $ Geo 

ANOTHER WARNING-——H. Armstrong, a color- 
ed youth of this town, was this morning found in a pond 
of water about ancle deep, in a state of insensibility, 
and in a short time expired. This lad, left one of those 
curses of our place (a grog-shop,) about 10 o’clock 
last evening, supposed to be in a state of intoxication, 
lost his way, and in attempting to.pass through the 
pond, got his feet entangled in the ice, and there per- 
ished ! Dec, 21. 
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